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January  2019 
 
 
 
<Name> 
<Address1> 
<City>, <State>  <Zip> 
 
Dear <First Name>, 
 

This year marks 16 years of bringing together local 
philanthropists, business leaders, and engaged community members 
to learn from renowned speakers about timely issues affecting our 
community. The 2019 Circle of Support Luncheon will shine a light on 
addiction and the journey of recovery, through a loved one’s eyes. 

 
We are thrilled that bestselling author and advocate  

David Sheff (Beautiful Boy: A Father’s Journey Through His Son’s 
Addiction and Clean: Overcoming Addiction and Ending America’s 
Greatest Tragedy), will be our speaker this year. Mr. Sheff has 
advanced understanding of the complexity of addiction and recovery 
through his compelling portrayal of the personal impact on families 
and society as a whole.  

 
As always, the Circle of Support Luncheon has complementary 

goals: (1) to increase awareness and understanding of local needs, 
and (2) to raise funds that directly support the delivery of crucial 
behavioral health and supportive services for local youth and families.  

 
We invite you to be part of this year’s event. As a table host, 

you will make a difference in the lives of local families, while also 
providing friends, family members, neighbors, or colleagues with 
meaningful time together. Enclosed you will find more information 
about the event and ways to help. We look forward to hearing from 
you by phone or email: 650.513.1509 or hpecot@caminar.org.  
 
With appreciation, 

 
 

 
 

Karen Gianuario 
CEO, Caminar 
 
P.S. As you may know, Family & Children Services of Silicon Valley and Caminar merged in 
January 2017. FCS continues its critical work as a division of Caminar. 
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Introduction 
 
Caminar and our Family & Children Services of Silicon Valley 
division reached more than 20,000 people on the Peninsula and in 
Silicon Valley last year.  
 
Our behavioral health and supportive services address issues 
fundamental to the health and well-being of local individuals and 
families: mental health, substance abuse, family violence 
prevention, youth development, housing, and employment. 
 
In June 2018, we further expanded our commitment to addiction 
recovery services by welcoming Project Ninety to the Caminar 
family. 
 
The Circle of Support Luncheon is known for its top quality speakers on timely issues 
important to the health and well-being of our community. Past speakers include Dr. Tina 
Payne Bryson (The Yes Brain: How to Cultivate Courage, Curiosity, and Resilience in Your 
Child); Sam Quinones (Dreamland: The Tale of America’s Opiate Epidemic); MacArthur 
Genius Fellow Dr. Robert Sapolsky (Why Zebras Don’t Get Ulcers); and Transgender Icon  
Dr. Marci Bowers. 
 
The audience of 300 guests includes business leaders, philanthropists, parents, 
grandparents, mental health professionals, health care providers and administrators, 
elected officials, and community leaders. 

 
The 16th Annual Event  
 
Guests will have the chance to hear from David Sheff,  
author of the New York Times bestselling book,  
Beautiful Boy: A Father’s Journey Through His Son’s Addiction.  
 
This heartfelt account of his son’s addiction and its impact  
on their family was released in 2018 feature film starring  
Steve Carell and Timothée Chalamet.  
 
Mr. Sheff has spent years investigating the disease of  
addiction and America’s drug problem, which he sees 
as the greatest public health challenge of our time. 
These findings are showcased in his follow-up book, 
Clean: Overcoming Addiction and Ending America’s 
Greatest Tragedy. 
 
Mr. Sheff has become a voice for families with his 
thoughtful, poignant portrayal of the personal effects 
of addiction on families and society as a whole. 

Your support 
helps to provide 
a trusted place 
to turn for local 
youth and adults 
who are at the 
greatest risk of 
slipping through 
the cracks. 

 



Event Details 
 
When  Friday, April 26, 2019 

11:00 a.m. Reception 
11:45 a.m. Luncheon and program 
1:00 p.m. Social time; Book sales and signing provided by Kepler’s Books 

 

Where  Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club, Menlo Park 
 

Theme Overcoming Addiction  
 
Program An engaging luncheon with great community, a delicious lunch, our 

wonderful speaker, David Sheff, and an opportunity to meet our new Chief 
Executive Officer, Mark Cloutier, MPH, MPP. 

 
Tickets In lieu of tickets, guest are invited to make a personally meaningful  

tax-deductible donation at the event. Underwriting and table host 
opportunities also are available! 

 
Our Services  
 

Our community-supported, comprehensive prevention, treatment, and recovery services 
advance our mission: To empower and support individuals and families to move toward 
resilience, wellness, and independence.  
 
Founded in 1948, FCS offers individual and family mental health care, the full continuum of 
outpatient addiction recovery services, domestic violence survivor services, child abuse 
prevention programs, and youth development services. The division is the leading provider 
of culturally competent services for LGBTQ communities in Santa Clara County. We also 
offer the largest out-patient substance use disorder services in Santa Clara County through 
services which are strengths-based, trauma-informed, and recovery-focused. 
 
In December 2018, FCS opened the first peer respite program for adults in the county. 
Known as Blackbird House, the program offers a safe, home-like environment, where 
individuals can connect with support and wellness tools and avoid a mental health crisis. 
 
During the last year:  
 

+2,800 +2,300 +600 +500 

adults moved forward 
in recovery from 
addiction through our 
substance use 
recovery programs 
 

young adults and 
adults gained skills to 
break cycles of family 
violence and abuse  

students and family 
members participated 
in our on-campus 
counseling and family 
support programs 

youth and young 
adults participated  
in our LGBTQ  
Youth Space  
drop-in center’s 
programming 



 

Be a 2019 Table Host! 
 

Host Committee members play an essential role in ensuring the success of this signature 
fundraising event by serving as Table Hosts and inviting guests.  
 
Hosts are asked to donate $2,500 per table to help raise funds for our critical services.  
 

Why Host? 

● Invite friends and colleagues to join you for remarks from the renowned keynote 
speaker and inspirational honoree and a delicious meal prepared by the chefs at the 
prestigious Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club. 

● Be celebrated for your leadership role in the printed event program booklet, on the 
event website, and through table signage. 

● Gain access to a popular event for yourself and nine guests of your choice. 

● Receive tools for your success: We will provide you with printed and digital 
materials, proven tips and best practices, and information about how event 
proceeds make a difference. 

 
Your Role 

● Invite carefully selected guests to join your table of 10. Guests will be invited to 
make a fully tax-deductible donation during the luncheon. 

● Lead the way for others with your Host Sponsorship of $2,500. Help inspire guests, 
so they want to give, too. 

● We hear from guests and hosts alike that this event provides a warm and welcoming 
way to learn about the organization and the work our donors make possible in the 
community.  

● Attend on April 26 to enjoy the luncheon with your guests! 

 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Please contact us with any questions and  
to discuss your involvement this year. 
 

Harriet Pecot  
Director of Development 
hpecot@caminar.org 
650.513.1509   

 

Thank you for your support. Together, we ensure local individuals and families  
access the care and resources they need to overcome challenges  

and move toward resilience, wellness, and independence. 

“I’m now over a year 

clean of meth. Thanks to 

the support I got I feel like 

a new person. Or have 

finally become the person 

I was born to me.” 
 

     Substance Use Treatment    

     Services Graduate 


